
Discussion Participation Rubric 
Category Unsatisfactory (F) Satisfactory (D) Average (C) Above Average (B) Excellent (A) 

Quality of 
Participation 
 

 Failed to respond or 
provided a response that 
showed no evidence of 
understanding.  

 Postings were 
grammatically incorrect, 
with numerous errors, or 
used “txt” shorthand, 
such that any meaning to 
the posting was lost.   

 Responses to others 
consisted of a single 
word, or sentence 
fragments.   

 Answer to DQ was 
perfunctory, demonstrating 
only an emerging 
understanding of the 
material.  

 Postings had frequent 
grammatical and spelling 
errors, which sometimes 
confused the reader.  

 Responses to others were 
either too brief (short 
sentence) or overly lengthy 
(multiple paragraphs) 
indicating difficulty staying on 
topic.    

 Answers to DQ were routine, 
showing a developing 
understanding of the topic. 

 Occasional grammatical and 
spelling errors were present, 
but did not impair the 
reader’s ability to follow the 
discussion.  

 Responses to others 
consisted of short 
paragraphs, but often 
addressed more than the 
current discussion thread 
topic.  

 

 Answers to DQ were thorough, 
showing a competent 
understanding of the topic. 

 Concepts from the unit were 
applied, occasionally using 
appropriate terminology. 

 Spelling and grammatical 
mistakes were rare.  

 Responses to others consisted 
of short paragraphs, which 
stayed on topic. 

 Answers to DQ were comprehensive, 
yet succinct, showing a strong 
understanding of the topic. 

 Concepts from the unit were linked to 
previous units, and both appropriate 
terminology and new vocabulary was 
used.  

 Spelling and grammar were accurate.  

 Responses to others consisted of short 
paragraphs, which stayed on topic, yet 
advanced the discussion logically to 
new ideas.  

 

      

Contribution 
to Learning 
Community 

 Does not ask questions.  

 Is rude, aggressive, or 
demeans others.  

 

 Asks others only superficial 
questions about the material 
or their responses. 

 Shuts down discussion with 
curt or overly argumentative 
students.  

 

 Occasionally adds probing 
questions to extend the 
conversations begun by 
other participants. 

 Responses are based on 
feelings (“in my opinion”) or  

 Did not engage or ignored 
others when they were rude 
or aggressive.  

 Most replies added probing 
questions to extend the 
conversations begun by other 
participants.  

 Related responses and 
positions to unit material 
presented in class.  

 Attempted to understand the 
differing views and diffuse 
conflict.  Agreed to or 
participated in conflict 
resolution initiated by others. 

 Introduced related concepts and 
questions based on additional reading.  

 Cited, linked, or attached appropriate 
reference material.  

 Initiated conflict resolution among 
others by clarifying earlier posts, re-
summarizing posts, or introducing 
supporting evidence for position. 

 Supported discussion examples.  

 


